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The National Defence College provides for the 
joint training and education of senior military 


officers and civilian officials. 


Its purpose is to prepare course members for 
appointment to positions of higher responsibility 
by enabling them to study together, in the atmos- 
phere of an advanced graduate school, those 
aspects of national and international affairs which 
determine or significantly affect Canada’s external 


and defence policies. 


There are political, economic, military, scien- 
tific and organizational aspects to nearly all prob- 
lems studied at the College. 


we BACKGROUND 


The origins of the 

College are to be found 

in a recognition of the need for greater common 
understanding between senior officers of the 
armed forces and between senior military officers 
and civilian officials. This recognition had earlier 
led to the establishment of the Imperial Defence 
College in London (1927) and the National War 
College in Washington (1946). The Institute of 
Higher National Defence Studies in Paris (1949) 
and the National Defence Colleges of India and 
Japan are among similar institutions in other 
countries. 


The founding of the National Defence College 
of Canada was authorized in 1947. The first 
Commandant was Major General J. F. M. 
Whiteley, CB, CBE, MC (later General Sir John 
Whiteley, Chairman of the British Joint Staff in 
Washington), who came on exchange duty to 
Canada from the British Army in 1946 and was 
given the task of organizing the National Defence 
College. The first course, which was modelled 
on lines developed at the Imperial Defence Col- 
lege, started on January 5, 1948, and lasted for 
seven months. 


With succeeding courses, the scope and content 
of the curriculum and the pattern of study have 
matured and developed in accord with the chang- 
ing requirements of national security. 


whe THE COURSE 


The national security of Can- 

ada is the central subject of study at the 

College. Both the elements and the instruments 
of national policy as they affect security are 
examined. Quite obviously in the modern world 
this broad subject cannot be studied in isolation. 
A considerable part of the course is therefore 
devoted to the policies and prospects of other 
countries and of international organizations for 


collective security. 


Those aspects of the subject are selected for 
intensive study at the College which it is thought 
will be relevant to the future responsibilities of 
the students. The intention is not to devise, much 
less to impose, College solutions to the problems 
studied. It is rather to deepen knowledge, broaden 
understanding, and so increase personal effective- 
ness. The wide range of specialized experience 
represented on each course is in itself a valuable 
means to this end. 


The course lasts for eleven months, starting 
early in September each year. It is divided into 
a series of individual studies or “problems”, the 
duration of which varies from one to several 
weeks. These are revised annually to ensure that 
they are pertinent and topical. A résumé of the 
current curriculum, showing the approximate 
time allocated for the study of each problem, is 


set out below in chronological sequence. 
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GOVERNMENT 


3 WEEKS 
Principles and organization of government, with 


iat 


particular emphasis on the machinery for formu- 
lating and implementing policies affecting the 
national security. 


| gi 
pSHHHHHHHHHEIEHI 
I oe ss een ncn oe | 
ee, | 2) 


THE CANADIAN ECONOMY 


4 WEEKS 


Theory and practice of economics in a Canadian 
setting, including fiscal, monetary, industrial and 


commercial aspects. 


THE NORTH ATLANTIC COMMUNITY 


3 WEEKS 
Major domestic and external problems and poli- 
cies of Canada’s allies in NATO, together with a 
look at the Alliance itself. 


THE UNITED NATIONS 


1 WEEK 
The United Nations organization — how it func- 
tions, its significance in international relations, 
regional and national attitudes to it; includes a 
visit to UN Headquarters in New York. 


> COMMUNISM and the 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 
3 WEEKS 
Policies, attitudes, resources, doctrines, objectives 
and problems of countries under Communist rule, 
especially the USSR and Communist China; Com- 
munism in other countries. 


>» APPLICATIONS of MILITARY POWER— 
AN INTRODUCTION 
2 WEEKS 
The nature, capabilities and uses of existing 
weapons systems, with some consideration of 
future trends and possibilities. 


te) Canada’s representative to the U.N., 
Paul Tremblay, with an African dele- 
| gate outside the U.N. Building, N.Y. 


Parade Square, Fort Frontenac, 


showing National Defence 
College in right foreground 


A corner of the Officers' Mess, 


Fort Frontenac 


>» NORTH AMERICAN TOUR 

4 WEEKS 
Devoted principally to visiting major military in- 
stallations in Canada and the United States; some 


attention also to industrial development, regional 
problems and US foreign policy. 


> COUNTRIES of ASIA, AFRICA, 


and LATIN AMERICA 
4 WEEKS 


Study of the developing non-communist coun- 
tries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. Major 
domestic problems, foreign and defence policies, 
regional security arrangements. 


> OVERSEAS TOUR 


7 WEEKS 


,On-the-spot studies of political, economic, social 
and military conditions and problems in a varied 
group of European, Asian and African countries. 


> GLOBAL STRATEGY 
6 WEEKS 


Strategy on a global scale, including an assess- 
ment of the objectives, achievements and capa- 
bilities of the principal forces contending in the 
world, some examination of what the future world 
balance may be, and consideration how it could 
and should be influenced. 


> CANADIAN, FOREIGN, and 


DEFENCE POLICIES 


4 WEEKS 
Canadian foreign and defence policies, now and 
in the years ahead. 


Part of the College Library 


METHODS 
of STUDY 


Knowledge is acquired and opinions are formed 
and tested at the National Defence College 
through reading, lectures and group discussions, 
as well as by travel and observation. 


The Fort Frontenac library, which provides 
reading and research facilities for both the Na- 
tional Defence College and the Canadian Army 
Staff College, has a carefully chosen collection of 
some 37,000 books and 180 periodicals. It con- 
tains a language room with facilities for studying 
French, German, Spanish, Italian and Russian. 
The Classified section of the Library is for the 
use only of the National Defence College. All 
members of the College have borrowing privileges 
also at the Royal Military College library and at 
the Queen’s University library. Course members 
are provided with a comprehensive bibliography 
for each problem studied. They are, however, 


also encouraged to regard the library as a place to 
explore old interests and to discover new ones. 


A programme of lectures by outstanding spe- 
cialists from public and private life in Canada 
and the United States is an important part of the 
course. After each lecture there is normally an 
opportunity to put questions to the speaker and 
to discuss obscure or contentious points with him. 
Speakers include cabinet ministers, university pro- 
fessors, senior military officers and civilian offi- 
cials, representatives of foreign governments, 
leading industrialists, trade unionists and journal- 
ists. Advantage is taken of the tours in North 
America and overseas to hear from distinguished 
people in many fields who could not be expected 
to visit the College. No other educational insti- 
tution in Canada has a comparable roster of 
lecturers. 


For each problem the course is divided into 
study groups of six to eight members. The com- 
position of these “‘syndicates” changes with each 
problem. Members are thus given the opportunity 
during the College year to work closely with each 
of their colleagues and to take advantage of the 
wide variety of experience and knowledge of the 
student body. Usually each syndicate is required 
to prepare a paper setting out in reasoned form 
its conclusions and recommendations on the sub- 
ject under study. After a review of these papers, 
the directing staff prepares an agenda for discus- 
sion or debate on points that need further exam- 
ination. Syndicates are then given a limited time 
to prepare for a final discussion by the whole 
College which may occupy one or two days. 


We SIZE and COMPOSITION 


The size of each course has increased from 
sixteen members in the first year to approxi- 
mately thirty. It has been found that this number 
provides a sufficiently small and intimate group 
to enable easy and uninhibited debate as well as 
full participation by each member. This has 
proved over the years to be a most valued feature 
of the College and one of the reasons for the high 
quality of the course. 


The proportion of military to civilian students 
is about eighteen to twelve, the military students 
being drawn equally from the Navy, Army and 
Air Force. The civilian course members include 
one or more officers of the Department of Exter- 
nal Affairs. Other departments and agencies of 
the Canadian Government, including the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, are represented with 
varying frequency. Students are also accepted 


from industrial or commercial corporations having 
association with defence programmes. Britain and 


the United States send members of their military 
and foreign services to each course. 


Military members nominated for National 
Defence College courses are usually of brigadier 
and colonel or of equivalent rank. Civilian mem- 
bers are of comparable status and experience. 


whe ORGANIZATION 


The Commandant of the National Defence 
College is an officer of the rank of Major General 
or equivalent. For the operation of the College 
he is responsible to the Chief of the Defence 
Staff. On many questions affecting the College 
there is close consultation and co-operation be- 
tween Departments of the Government, those of 
National Defence and External Affairs being most 


directly concerned. 


The Commandant is assisted by a directing 
staff of four senior officers — a Commodore from 
the Royal Canadian Navy, a Brigadier from the 
Canadian Army, an Air Commodore from the 
Royal Canadian Air Force and a Foreign Service 
Officer of equivalent rank from the Department 
of External Affairs. They plan and organize the 
details of the course including problem settings 


and lecture programmes. 


Administrative duties are carried out by an 
Executive Staff Officer of the rank of Lieutenant 


Colonel, supported by a secretarial staff. 


Commandants of the National Defence College 


since its inception have been: 


Maj. Gen. J. F. M. Whiteley, 


CGCERACBEAUMGC. nc. mate ae eee 1948-49 
Lt. Gen. G. G. Simonds, 

GBeCBREGDSO, CD ae 1949-5] 
A/V/M F. R. Miller, 

GEPRCDe gs. February-July 1951 
A/V/M C. R. Dunlap, 

CBE GD 2c eee 1951-54 
Mary, Gen J: De Bismuth: 

CEE DSO CD ae ate 1954-58 
R/Adm. A. H. G. Storrs, 

DSGY GD) 2a en ee 1958-62 
Maj, Genn Gs B= Ware: 

DSO 9G Dita 5 ates ee ae, Meee ane 1962-66 


Whe LOCATION and SITE 


The National Defence College is located in 
Fort Frontenac at Kingston, Ontario. Since July 
12, 1673, when Count Frontenac, Governor and 


Lieutenant General of New France, personally 
chose the site and approved the plans for the first 


OTTAWA 
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Site of NATIONAL 
DEFENCE COLLEGE 


MONTREA 


TORONTO 


Ee 


Old For 
Henr) 


vy 


Queen's 
University 


fort at this point, it has been a military centre of 
some importance. The first Commandant of Fort 
Frontenac was Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, 
described by the Governor as “a brilliant and 
intelligent man and the most capable here that 
I know for the enterprises and discoveries to 
which he could be assigned”. Using Fort Fron- 
tenac as a base, La Salle penetrated to the delta 
of the Mississippi River and called the country 
he had discovered Louisiana. On August 27-28, 
1758, the fort was captured by a British force 
under Colonel Bradstreet and fell into disuse. 
From 1783 to 1870 it was known as Téte du Pont 
Barracks and was garrisoned by British troops. It 
housed artillery units of the Canadian Army from 
1871 until the Second World War. 


The Fort is more than a century older than the 
city of Kingston which has grown up around it. 
The first substantial settlement did not occur until 
1783, when a group of loyalists crossed the St. 
Lawrence River from New York state. Civil gov- 
ernment in what is now the province of Ontario 
began in 1792 at Kingston. For two decades it 
was the chief naval base on the north shore of 
Lake Ontario. It was the capital of the united 
province of Canada from 1841 to 1844, Queen’s 
University being founded here in the same period. 
Many of the limestone buildings which still dis- 
tinguish the city, and its well-preserved fortifica- 
tions, were erected in the 1830s and *40s. The 
Royal Military College of Canada was established 
here in 1876. Kingston’s present population is 
about 57,606. 


he ADMINISTRATION 


The normal pay and allowances of students 
while at the College are the responsibility of their 


parent department, service or company. Expenses 
directly attributable to the course programme, 
such as for tours, etc., are borne by the Depart- 
ment of National Defence. There are no tuition 
fees. 


All students appointed to the National Defence 
College become members of the Fort Frontenac 
Officers’ Mess. The Mess, located within the 
Fort Frontenac compound, is shared with the 
Canadian Army Staff College. 


Students who bring their families with them 
are responsible for securing their own accommo- 
dation. Rented houses frequently pass from one 
course member to another. The College staff 
maintains a list which can be had on request. 
Bachelor accommodation is available in Fort 
Frontenac for students who do not move their 
families to Kingston. 


Primary and secondary schools in the city are 
good and conform to the Ontario provincial stand- 
ards. Queen’s University is located in Kingston. 


The Gate, Fort Frontenac 


All enquiries regarding entry, nominations of 
candidates, financial arrangements or routine 
administrative questions should be directed to: 


THE COMMANDANT, 
NATIONAL DEFENCE COLLEGE, 
FORT FRONTENAC, 
KINGSTON, ONTARIO 


THE COLLEGE BADGE 


The badge of the National Defence College is 
described in heraldic terms as “on an anchor 
fessewise, a griffin passant holding in the fore- 
claw a torch inflamed”. It represents the three 
services: Navy by the anchor, Army by the lion 
body of the griffin and Air Force by the eagle’s 
wings and head; the torch signifies learning. 
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